THE CAMERA
Correct Exposure

Correct exposure of the film means the right amount of light must strike the film so that you get a properly exposed negative. You the photographer can control this exposure by selecting the correct aperture and combining it with the correct shutter speed.

Aperture – controls light by the size

Shutter – controls light by time

Combined they control the total amount of light – the EXPOSURE

How do you know which aperture and shutter speeds are correct for the picture you want to take? You measure the amount of light with a light meter.

There are two common types of light meters:

1. Meters built into the camera (what you will have)

2. External meters, which are hand held

Built in Meters

Through the lens, metering (TTL) measures the amount of light which enters the lens and strikes the film.

The correctness of this light is read on the meter scale, which is found inside the viewfinder, either by a needle or bright lights.

Both systems indicate whether:

The picture is over exposed (+) – has too much light

The picture is under exposed (-) – has too little light

Correct exposure is when the needle is between the + and the –
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In-camera light meter





Hand held light meter








